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Introduction

Viesa is an English code that I have been developing since April 2018. It is an
attempt to create a fully speakable and writeable language based on modifying
English vocabulary according to a consistent set of rules. Viesa is written with a
system based on the Serbian Cyrillic alphabet. Over the past year of development,
the language has gone through many changes which have expanded it into what it
is today. Viesa is more elaborate than language games such as Pig Latin, as it uses
more complicated rules for altering English words. There are also some
grammatical modifications that add to its complexity.

This document is an expansion of the guide previously shown on the Viesa
webpage. It includes more details about how the language works, as well as it’s
history.

History

The inspiration for Viesa came from Uasi, a code language which has much in
common with the modern form of Viesa. In Uasi, each vowel letter is shifted to the
one following it in the order ‘aeiou’. The vowel ‘u’ loops back to the beginning to
become ‘a’. Uasi also featured some of its own grammar rules, like click sounds
that indicated tense, plurality, and other grammatical features.

Before Viesa was first published, it was originally called Lungo (short for
“lungouga”, meaning “language”). This early form of Viesa used a similar rule to
Uasi, except that each vowel letter was shifted to the one preceding it, rather than
to the following vowel. It did not alter the grammar in any way. Instead, it only
applied the vowel shift rule, along with a handful of additional rules to make words
more easily pronounceable.

When the language was published under the current name “Viesa”, it was
presented as an April Fools’ day joke. It claimed to be a “universal language”,
despite essentially being a spoken English code. This idea also originates from



Uasi, although Uasi’s vision of being a “universal language” is only subtly
mentioned.

In June 2018, Viesa 2.0 was introduced. A system of clicks similar to the one
found in Uasi was added. These clicks included not only tongue clicks, but also
claps and facepalms. This was brought in to give Viesa more flavour. The language
no longer claimed to be universal; it was merely a language I was making for fun.

A “dialect” of this version of Viesa known as “Vikesa” was created by jan Aleke.
The pronunciation of words matched their spelling, certain consonant and vowel
clusters are separated with ‘i’ and ‘k’ respectively, and new clicks were added. One
of these new clicks was later added into Viesa.

Viesa 3.0, the current version, came about a few months later. This version
introduced the Cyrillic alphabet, making the pronunciation of words more obvious,
while at the same time making Viesa look less like English when written. In
addition, the click sounds were removed and replaced with suffixes which were
easier to pronounce.



Alphabet

Viesa’s alphabet is based on the Serbian Cyrillic alphabet. Each letter’s
pronunciation is shown below.

Letter IPA English Sound
Aa /a/  father
b6 /b/ bat

Bs /v/ vat

I'r /gl get

On /d/  dot

Bh /8/  that

Ee /e/  bet

Kk /3/  measure
33 /z]  zap

Nn /i/  beet

Jj /jl  yet

Kk /k/ king

JIn N let

Mm /m/  mat

Hu /m/  net

Oo /o/  boat

[ /p/  pat

Pp /t/  Spanish “pero”
Cc /s/  sat

TT /I tap

Rh /8/  thin

Yy /u/ boot
oli) /f/ fat

Xx /h/ hat

Yy i/ chat

LTy /d3/  jet

[T /[l shed



Diphthongs
<am>, <ay>, and <ou> are pronounced as diphthongs (pronounced like “bite”

“about”, and “boy” respectively). All other sequences of multiple vowels in a row
are pronounced as separate vowels.

brain -> 6pyeH /bru.en/

A note on ‘HI’

The digraph ‘Hr’ represents the sound /1/ (as in ‘ring’). The ‘1’ is excluded when
the following sound is /k/ or /g/.

henr: /Ben/
ceHK: /senk/
AHremr: /anglef/

Basic Rules

The main and most important rule of Viesa is that each vowel is shifted to the one
that precedes it in the order ‘aeiou’. Therefore:

‘a’ loops back to the end of the alphabet to become ‘u’
e->a
i->e
0->1
u->0

Examples:
pin -> pen

lack -> luck
knife -> knefa



circle -> cercla
tension -> tansein

The word is then written with the Cyrillic alphabet. Each vowel letter is written as
it’s Cyrillic equivalent:

a->a
e->e
1->u
0->0
u->y

All consonant letters are written using Cyrillic letters that correspond to the sound
they actually make, rather than the consonant letters themselves. The exception is

<r>, which becomes a tapped /r/ (as in Spanish “pero”) instead of remaining as the
English /1/ (as in rat).

pin -> pen -> nieH /pen/ (the <p> and <n> are pronounced /p/ and /n/ respectively,
and are written with their Cyrillic equivalents)

lack -> luck -> nyk /luk/ (the <ck> just represents /k/, so it is simply written with
the Cyrillic letter for /k/)

knife -> knefa -> Heda (the <k> is silent, so it is not written)
circle -> cercla -> cepka /serkla/ (in the original English word, the first <c>
represents /s/, but the second represents /k/, so they are written as their respective

sounds. Also note that the <r> becomes tapped.)

tension -> tansein -> TaHieuH /tanfein/ (in the original English word, the <s>
actually represents /[/, so it is written as such in Viesa)



Note that vowel ‘y’ becomes either /i/ or /ai/, depending on its sound.

lightly -> netnm /letli/
cry -> kpau /krai/

All instances of the letter ‘w’, regardless of whether they are pronounced or not,
become /v/:

water -> ByTap /vutar/
twinkle -> TBenka /tvenkla/
write -> BpeTa /vreta/

two -> TBHU /tvi/

Whenever the letter ‘y’ follows a vowel, it becomes /g/:

play -> miyr /plug/
boy -> 6ur /big/
eye -> ara /aga/

Double Letters

There are no double letters when writing in Viesa. Each occurrence of a double
letter must become a single letter. This may cause confusion, e.g. “good” and
“god” both become “ruzn”. However, context will help discern them.

Stress

The stressed vowel of an English word carries on to the Viesa word.

hello -> xanu
translation -> TpyH3/yIlIeMH



If the stressed vowel is represented by a digraph that becomes two separate vowel
sounds in Viesa (as opposed to a diphthong), the first of these vowels is stressed.

diamond -> geymunz

Grammar

Although the vowel shift rule makes up the majority of Viesa, forming most
sentences will require knowledge of Viesa’s grammatical alterations.

Pronouns

Viesa uses a different pronoun system from English. A table showing each
pronoun is shown below:

Singular Plural
First Ma (I/me) Ba (we/us)
Second ja (you) ra (you all)
Third Ha (he/him/she/her/it)  ma (they/them)

Viesa does not distinguish between subject and object pronouns (“I” and “me” are
the same). There is also no gender distinction in the third person singular pronoun
(“he”, “she”, and “it” are the same). However, there is a distinction between
singular and plural “you” (whether you’re referring to one person or multiple

people).
Possessive pronouns (my, your, their, etc.) are formed with -k.

my/mine: MaK
your/yours: jak
his/her/hers/its: Hak
our/ours: Bak

your all: rak



their/theirs: gak
Reflexive pronouns (myself, yourself, theirselves, etc.) are formed with -cand.

myself: macand

yourself: jacand
himself/herself/itself: Hacand
ourselves: Bacand
yourselves: racand
theirselves: gacand

Suffixes

Viesa uses several suffixes to indicate certain grammatical features. These suffixes
and their usage are explained below.

Which suffix to use?

If a word ends in a vowel, use the suffix with no vowel. If the word ends in a
consonant, use the suffix with the vowel.

-c/ec

The suffix ‘-c/ec’ is placed on nouns to make them plural.

A person has ten toes.
Y napcuH XyBa TaH TUac.

The dogs play.
‘Ha gurec ruyr.

Every word is pluralized this way. Unlike in English, there are no exceptions.



Note that this suffix is only used for nouns that are treated as plural. Words like
“always” become “ynByr3”, not “ynByrec”.

-n/en

The suffix ‘-ri/er’ is placed on verbs to indicate the past tense.

He washed his shirt.
Ha Byl1I1en Hak IIepT.

I ran to the park.
Ma powner Tu ha nypk.

All verbs are converted to the past tense with this suffix.

-w/eww

The suffix ‘-m/emr’ is placed on verbs to indicate the future tense.

He will wash his shirt.
Ha By111elil Hak I11epT.

I will run to the park.
Ma pownet ¢ fja mypk.

-k/ek

The suffix ‘-k/ex’ is placed on nouns to indicate possession.

They see the dog’s bone.
Ha ca ha gurek 6uHa.

Note that this suffix is placed on the actual noun that does the possessing rather
than at the end of the noun phrase.
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They see the dog in the mud’s bone.
Ha ca ha gurek eH ha Moz 6uHa.

-rler

The suffix ‘-r/er’ indicates a negative verb (the action does not happen).

The dogs do not play.
‘Ba gurec ruiyrer.

Order of Suffixes

When there are multiple suffixes on one word, they must follow a certain order.

The rule is that the possessive and negative suffixes always follow other suffixes.

I will not sleep.
Ma cnanerer.

The dogs’ bones
Ha aurecek 6uHacC

Verbs

Present tense verbs become their infinitive form without “to”. Therefore, “is”,
“am”, and “are” all become “be”, which becomes “6a”. This also means that the
‘-s’ is removed from third-person singular verbs, so “He eats” becomes “Ha ayT”
(literally: He eat).

Continuous and perfect verbs (“I am eating” and “I have eaten” respectively) are
also converted into their infinitive forms without “to”.

[ am eating.
Ma 6a ayT. (I be eat.)
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I have eaten.
Ma xyBa ayT. (I have eat.)

Questions

Questions with a yes/no answer are formed by placing “au” at the beginning of a
sentence.

The child is happy.
Ha ueng 6a xymu.

Is the child happy?
v ha weng 6a xymm?

Questions with an open-ended answer are formed as if they were “indirect
questions”.

I don’t know why the baby is crying.
Ma HuBer Bau hja 6you 6a Kpaw.

Why is the baby crying?
Bau ha 6y6u 6a kpau?
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